
NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL 
 
CRAMLINGTON, BEDLINGTON AND SEATON VALLEY LOCAL AREA COUNCIL 

 
At a meeting of Cramlington, Bedlington and Seaton Valley Local Area Council held at 
Concordia Leisure Centre, Forum Way, Cramlington, Northumberland, NE23 6YB on 
Wednesday, 18 December 2019 at 5:00 pm. 

 
PRESENT 

 
Councillor C Dunbar, Chair in the Chair  

 
 

MEMBERS 
 

L Bowman 
W Crosby 
W Daley 
S E Dungworth 
B Flux 
A Hepple 
 

 

M Richards (part) 
M Robinson 
M D Swinburn 
I C F Swithenbank 
 
 

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE 
  

H Bowers 
J Blenkinsopp 
J Murphy 
R Soulsby 
 
 

Democratic Services Officer 
Solicitor, Regulation 
Principal Planning Officer 
Planning Officer 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 
 

Press: 1 
Public: 5 

 
 

57. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

  Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Wallace. 
 

  
58. MINUTES 

 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of Cramlington, Bedlington and Seaton 
Valley Local Area Council held on Wednesday, 16 October 2019, as circulated, be 
confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chair with the following amendment to 
Minute number 48:- 
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1) The sentence should read the Market Tavern and not the Terrier Pub; 
 
Councillor Robinson referred to the query at Tesco’s development site and confirmed 
that he had been in discussion with the Chief Executive of Arch Developments in 
relation to a different entrance to the car park. 
 
He also confirmed that the query regarding agenda items being debated by the public 
had been discussed at the Local Area Chairs’ Briefing and stated that this would be at 
the Chair’s discretion. 
 
 
Councillor Swithenbank Vice Chair - Planning in the Chair. 
 
 

59. DETERMINATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
The report explained how the Local Area Council was asked to decide the planning 
applications attached to the agenda using the powers delegated to it. (Report and 
applications enclosed with official minutes as Appendix A.)  
 
RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

 
60. 19/03694/VARYCO - Variation of Condition 5 pursuant to planning permission 

18/03955/VARYCO in order to alter the opening hours for a temporary period of 
one calendar year.  Unit 1, 31 Avenue Road, Seaton Delaval, Whitley Bay, 
Northumberland, NE25 0DT. 

 
Ryan Soulsby, Planning Officer provided an update as follows:- 

 
Condition 4 would be reworded slightly to read “the premises shall not operate outside 
the following hours: Monday to Thursday 12:00 - 23:00; Friday to Saturday 12:00 - 
01:00 and Sunday 16:00 - 23:00 hours.  The above hours are for a temporary period 
for one calendar year commencing on the date of this planning permission. 
Thereafter, the operating hours will revert back to those contained within planning 
permission 18/03955/VARYCO. 

 
Reason:  To protect the amenity of local residents.” 

 
The Planning Officer continued with the presentation and summarised the details set 
out in the report. 

 
Councillor Barbara Burt, Seaton Valley Community Council was in attendance and 
spoke in objection of the application.  Her key concerns were:- 
 

● Since the shop had opened a number of complaints had been received about 
dangerous parking with delivery drivers being the main culprits; 

● The shop was on a busy junction; 
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● No other businesses in Seaton Delaval opened beyond 11:30 pm on a regular 
basis.  If this application was allowed, other applications of similar businesses 
would follow, ie, Seaton Delaval would become the place to visit after 11:00 pm; 

● Increase in antisocial behaviour; 
● Allowing the later opening hours would add to noise and nuisance. 

 
Adam Burn was in attendance on behalf of the applicant and responded as follows:- 
 

● The business had operated as a hot food takeaway for 2 years in the highest of 
standards; 

● The application was for a modest extension for a temporary period; 
● The applicant had liaised with Public Health and Public Protection; 
● A noise assessment had been carried out to demonstrate the extraction 

equipment.  This would not have a detrimental effect; 
● Odour would be negligible; 
● Since opening the business, the applicant had been in regular communication 

with other businesses.  There were no objections; 
● The application was supported by a noise addendum report; 
● There were no objections to residential amenity; 
● The application was supported by paragraph 80 of the NPPF which referenced 

supporting a competitive economy; 
● There would be a social and economic benefit with the later opening hours; 
● In the past, those people who visited the takeaway after hours were refused 

service; 
● There were 7 drivers and the extension of hours would enable more 

employment; 
● Highways had no objection as there were a number of parking spaces in the 

town centre, therefore having no impact on road safety; 
● The application was of a temporary nature which would allow the Council to 

monitor; 
● He hoped Members would support the Officer recommendation in the report. 

 
Members then asked questions of which the key responses from officers were:- 
 

● Members were advised that they were solely considering the variation of 
condition 5 and needed to consider what was being proposed; 

● Public Protection had carried out a noise assessment; 
● Antisocial behaviour was not a material planning consideration and could not be 

considered as part of the application; 
● If parking problems were evident during the 12 month period, that would form 

part of the material considerations, should a further planning application be 
received to continue with the extended hours; 

● Public Protection had requested the application be for a 12 month period in 
order that they could assess.  After the expiration of the 12 month period, the 
opening hours would revert back to the original opening hours; 

● As the shop was in a town centre location, advice from Highways had been that 
there was sufficient parking within the area; 

● If problems to residents were evidenced, this would be considered should the 
application come back after the 12 month expiration; 
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● Public Protection had not received any complaints from residents; 
● The suggestion of reducing the period to 6 months would have to be discussed 

with the applicant.  The application before Members was to approve or refuse 
based on the application before them seeking a 12 month trial period; 

● Highways had carried out a site visit in 2017 and had assessed parking 
provision and implications.  There were certain policies and designs for areas 
and Seaton Delaval had been considered as a town centre with parking 
available.  The Planning Officer was unable to advise whether Highways had 
visited the site for this application; 

● A condition could be added to the application but it would have to be 
established why the condition was being added; 

● The shop would not be monitored, but a reactive approach carried out; 
● Public Protection had carried out noise assessments with no objections; 

 
Councillor Daley then moved that the application be granted with the amendment that 
there be a review point at 6 months to take any feedback from the public.  
 
The Principal Planning Officer advised that the reasons for the amendment and or 
condition needed to be clear and meet certain tests. 
 
Councillor Crosby then seconded the motion to approve. 
 
Councillor Daley agreed for the wording of the condition to be delegated to the Chair 
and Vice Chair to engage with Highways for any mitigation. 
 
The Principal Planning Officer advised that the application be granted as stated in the 
report and a review be carried out at the 6 months point from the date of permission 
being granted with the applicant submitting a statement of review of any noise or 
parking issues.   She also suggested that delegated authority be given to the Chair 
and Director of Planning to engage with Highways for any mitigation 
 
Members expressed concern as to the classification of noise and Seaton Delaval as a 
town centre.  The shop was in an area of mixed economy and residential properties. 
Parking on double yellow lines, residents living above the shops finding it difficult to 
park.  Seaton Delaval did not have a night time economy.  The commercial value of 
the extended opening hours.   Later opening hours attracted antisocial behaviour and 
the developmental impact. 
 
The last Highways Safety Inspection had been carried out in 2017  and there were 
concerns about the robustness. 
 
Councillor Bowman, Ward Councillor stated that he used the shops on a regular basis 
and had lived in Seaton Delaval for over 40 years.  He raised concerns about 
antisocial behaviour and parking; most of the streets close by were residential and off 
street parking was mainly for residents; parking on double yellow lines and slamming 
of car doors. 
 
In response to a query whether all immediate neighbours were notified, the Planning 
Officer confirmed that this was the case with only one objection being received. 
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A further concern was raised in connection with adequate monitoring. 
 
The motion to grant was then put to the vote and 6 Members voted in favour of 
approval with 3 against and 1 abstention.  It was therefore:- 

 
RESOLVED that the application be granted subject to the reasons/conditions in the 
report with a review to be carried out at the 6 months point of permission being 
granted with the applicant submitting a statement of review of any noise or parking 
issues which in turn shall be presented at the relevant  Local Area Council following 
the submission of these details. 
  

 
61. Planning Appeals Update 

 
Members were updated on the progress of planning appeals.  
 
RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

 
62. Date of next meeting 

 
It was noted that the next meeting would be held on Wednesday 22 January 2020. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The meeting closed at 5:53 pm.  

 
  

CHAIR  __________________________ 
 

DATE    __________________________ 
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